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establlshmcntu of thelr~klnd In the
country. These plants alone cost
1100,000 each, and T. B. Johnson'u plant,
for tlio samo llne of bUHlneus, whlch
tvas burned out ln the 1907 flre, but
escaped the one of tho year before, has
also boen completed, at a coot of
$50,000. That of C. XV. Walters & Co.
cost nearly as much. All of the burned
warehouses have bee'i rebullt of bet¬
ter material, and all present a moro

Imposlng appearance. Another new and
Imposlng structure ls the Garland Ho¬
tel whlch has about seventy-five rooms,
.wide halls, broad stalrways and lo mod-
crnly equipped wlth electric llghts,
steam heatlng npparatus, bathrooms,
sample rooms, etc.

It ls an Ideal hotel, nnd wlth Its

lovely lawn nnd large, airy rooms, It
ln especially lnvltlng to the tired sum¬

mer vlsltor seeklng a good place for a

month or more of rest. A flrst-class Ice
factory has been erocted ana put ln

operation to supply the people of the
town and all along the two llneB of
rallway, whlch cross each other here,
wlth Ice.

Municipal Kucrio'.

In the meantlme tho town Itself has
been spendlng a good deal of money in
fcrlcks and mortar and other material
to make South Boston up-to-date and

alt«gether lovely. Much cash has been

put In granollthlc and brick sidewalks,
twenty'-odd thousand dollars havo
been spent ln Improvlng and enlnrglng
the water works, and now. ln addltlon
to the former pumplng statlon on Dan
Rlver, and tho 75,000-gallon stand pipe,
lt has a new pumplng statlon on thn
same stream, and another tank, nnd
the comblned works supply the town
wlth all tho water It will requlre for
all purposes for a decado or two to

como. The sewerage system ls belng
/ rapldly extended, and best of all, a

I new and complete- hlgh school build¬
lng haa been completed and put ln
operation. »

This buildlng and tho reorganlznd
¦chool were told about ln The Tlmos-

/Dlspatch of March Sth. South Boston,
ln splto of fires and panlcs, ls to-day
a bettor and more vigorous town than
lt was beforo tho flames and the panlcs
.camo, and that Is saylng a great deal,
for beforo theso things happened i*.
¦was doscrlbed by an enthusiastlc citi-
fzen of thls county as the "blggest llt-
tle town on the Amerlcan contlnent."
On Monday next an election wlll ne

Hheld on a bond Issue of $100,000 for
further municipal improvements. It
^seems to be a foregono conclusion that
the bonds wlll be voted. So sure are

the authorities of thls fact that they
have already made arrangements to

place the bonda.
An Important Flnanclal Centre.

The flve flourishing banks of Sou'.h
Boston are capltalizcd at $235,000, and
all pay handsome dlvldends on thelr
capltol stock. Thelr aggregate assets
are about $1,C40,000. Three of them
do business ln thelr own splendldly
arranged and equipped banking houses,
and all are offlcered by financrers who
are noted for abillty and Integrlty.
Tbe oldest of the tlve is the Planters'

and Merchants* Natlonal Bank. whlch
>.aB a paid up capital stock of $100,000.
This institutlon was organlzed as a

State bank in 1SS5, and converted into
a natlonal bank iii 1907. It has Hved
and even prospercd through four panlcs

"LATE CAPTAI.V E. B. JEFFRE9S,
Father ot South Boston.

,&nd very many seasons of dull business.
(Conservatlve ln times of prosperlty and
'jiberal ln times of depresslon, this bank
has at all times and under all condl-
lions enjoyed the merlted conftdence
TDf the public, and is now doing a most
>atisfactory business, and, indeed, the
largest lt has over done. It carries
a surplus of $50,000, and its total as¬
sets amount to $700,000. .The deposits
to-day ere about $100,000. and its loans
and dt.icounts and bonds amount to
'$...15,000. Tho bank llves in its own
handsome building, valued at $12,000.
.The offlcers aro Henry Easley, presi-
jdent; AV. I. Jordan, vlce-presldent, and
;"R. E. Jordan. cashler. The board of
directors Is made up of the pick among
,tho solid and careful business men of
this sectlon.

Tlie Bnnk of Soutli Boston.
The next oldest bank in the town 'is

tho Bank of South Bosto'i, of whlch
Joseph Stebblns, Sr., Is the presldent,
J. J. Lawson ls cashler. and H. J. Wat¬
klns |s asslstant cashier.. Thls bank
was organlzed in 1S87, wlth a pald-up
capital of $50,000. Its surplus and un¬
divided profits amount to $50,500. and
it holds flrst-class stocks and bonds
amounting to $32,000, while Its bank¬
ing house, real estate a'nd fixtures are
valued at $16,000. The total assets to-
day foot up $350,000, the deposlts
about $250,000, and loans and dlscounts
to about $240,000. A more conserva-

i tlve and strictly business set of men

j than its offlcers and directors do not
l live in Virginia .or anywhere else. The
(Bank of South Boston was a victim of
ilast year's blg fire, and lost its splen-
'dld building, but it has rebullt moro
'beautifully a'nd moro substantlally. The
flnishlng touohes have just been put on
the buildlng, and the new fixtures and
flreproof vaults and safes Installed.
There is not a haudsomer or better
equipped banking houso in any town

Kenbridge, Virginia
FOHMBRLY CALLED TINKLING, »

NEW TOAVN ON VIRGINIAN RAILWAY IN VERY HEART OF
LUNENBURG COUNTY.

Surrounded by vast forests of varled TIMEBERS and unsurpassad
FARM1NG LANDS; also lnoxhausttble GRANITE QUARRIES. WAGON
FACTORIES, FURNITURE FACTOP.I7ES. BOX AND BARREL FACTO¬
RIES and all WOODAA'ORKING ESTABLISHMENTS will tlnd plenty of
RiAAA' MATERIAL. Tobacco Factories, Tanne.rioa nnd Vtgotnblo nnd
Fruit Cannlng egn ba made especially prnfltabln. AVlthln pnst two
weeks two Tobacuo AVivrehouso Companies havo heen organlzed.

KHXII!III!I;E WII.I. IIE V OHEAT TOBACCO MARKET,
Experlenced Wood .llnniifucturoi-N Should Flnd Out About Kentir(dKt>,

Homo people are domonstratlng thelr falth by invesling. For fur¬
ther particulars and.all lrtformatlon, address .

THE LUNENBURG COUNTY BOAItO OV T*_AI>-',
KENBRIDGE (TINKLING), LUNENBURG COUNTY, VA.

fty *$".» BRIDGEFQRTH, Presldent, D..T. KENNEDY, Secretary.

South Boston.
tJBiggest Bright Tobacco Market in the world.per capita.
<_Popularion of the town is 4,000.
.fPThe annual sales of Bright Tobacco are 14,000,000 to

17,000,000 pounds.
^Average per hundred pounds this year, up to date, $11.05,

including scrap and primings. Increase over last year's figures
of $2.50 per hundred.

iJSix magnificent, up-to-date new warehouses, as follows;
Edmondson's Warenouse.Edmondson & Sons.
Flag Warehouse.Gunningham and Murray.
Star Warehouse.C. M. Jordan 6c Co.
Farmers Warehouse.Hodges & Dejarnette.
Edmunds Warehouse.Edmunds and Tuck.
Big Four Warehouse.Lacy & Powell.
.tjJFor information about tobacco interest or any other South

\ Boston interest address

Tobacco Board of Trade,
T. B. JOHNSON, President.
J. E. LIPSCOMB, Vice-President.
H. C. LACY, Secretary ancT Treasurer.

of the size of thlB one ln the country.
Tho Flrst National Bank ls next ln

age. Its pald up capltal stock Is $25,-
000, and lt has aesets amounting to
$210,000, lncludlng Unlted States bonds
to the amount of $2z,900 to insure clr¬
culatlon. The deposits amount to about
$180,000 and loans and dlscounts to
$170,000, Although young in yeari
thls bank has accumulated a surplus of
nearly $4,000. The. offlcers are R. ,H.
Edmondson, presidont: W. D. Hill, vlc;-
presldent, and J. D. Tucker, cashler.

Thc Snvingx Bank.
The South Boston Savings Bank was

establlshed ln 1901. and has won an en-
vlable place ln the conlldence of the
people. By tho conservatlve manage¬
ment of Its officers and dlrectors the
Savings Bank has been a success from
the day when Its doors wore- flrst
opened. Its business has steadtly In¬
creased even through hard times and
panlcky seasons, and each year slnce
Its organlzatlon it has pald the stock¬
holders 8 per cent. dlvldends and ln the
meantlme lald by a surplus and un¬
divided profits of $2,509". .The.deposlts,
aeeording to the last publlshed report,
amount to $82,000, and loans and dls¬
counts to $80,000.
The bank's buildlng ls valued at

$0,000. The offlcers are Henry Easley,
presidont; Wllliam I. Jordan, vlce-
presldent. and T. F. Fry, cashler. Mr.
Fry, who ls one of the youngest cash-
lers in the town,-ls the Mayor of South
Boston, and it ls probably due ln a

great measure to hls abillty as a flnan-
cier that the town treasury keeps, In
6uch good shape. and its bonds com¬
mand a premium when put on sale.

Youngest of tbe Banks.
The youngest of the South Boston

financial lnstltutlons ls the Sobth" Bos¬
ton Natlonal Bank, v.'hich, with a

pai^-up capltal of $50,000, opened its
doors for business on the loth of No¬
vember, 1906. Countlng Its undlvlde.l
profits, thls bank already has a sur¬

plus of $3,500 and Its total aesett
amount to $236,000. The deposlts foot
up $145,000 and the loans and dls¬
counts amount to $110,000. The Bos¬
ton Natlonal ls a deposltary for thc
Unlted States government, the only
one in thls Immediate sectlon. The o/-
flcera of the bank are J. J. Lawson,
president; Judge Willlam R. Barksdale,
vlce-presldent; C. C. Barksdale, cashler,
and T. C. Watklns, Jr., asslstant
cashier.

The Lenf Tobncco Mnrkct.
There are slx leaf tobacco ware¬

houses I~i South Boston, whlch sold lr
the tobacco year* endlng September
1907. 13,866,917 pounds of leaf tobaccc
for $1,185,753.19, wliich was an average
of $8.55 per 100 pounds. The sarai
houses have sold thls tobacco year ur
to March 31st, .12.196.S13 pounds foi
$1.348,S82.S2. whlch ls an average ot
$11.05 per 100 pounds. It will be ob¬
served that thls shows an increase Ir
the price paid of $2.50 per 100 over thal
brought by last year's crop. and lt alsc
shows that South Boston is enlarglnj
Its tobacco trade. The indlcatlons now
are that the total sales for the tobaccc
year closlng next September wlll ag¬
gregate probably more than 15,000,001
pounds.

Thls market draws leaf tobacco fron
the eountles of Halifax. Pittsylvanla
Charlotte. Mecklenburg, Lunenburg
Prince Edward and Campbell, in Vir
glnla* and Cas'well. Person and Gran
ville eountles, in North Carolina. T.hli
terrltory eomprises the very heart o

the bright tobacco belt.
These leaf tobaceos are bought hen

on tho warehouse floors by the Amer!
can Tobacco Company, the Imperial To
bacco Company. and the R. J. Reynold:
Company and C. XV. Walters & Co.
T. B. Johnson & Co.. Edmondson. Som
& Co.. and a number of other Indepen.
dent dealers. The leaf ls shipped to al
pi-.rts of the country for domestlc us<

and ac.-oss the \^tters to every part o

the world where the seductivo weed 1:
chewed or smoked.

Tlie l'loneer Tolinccoiilfit.
Ten years ago South Boston sold onl:

about 4,000.000 pounds of tobacco, bu
lt has hustling warehousemen and wldi
awake buyers. who talk for South Bos
ton all thfe' time and never tlre oi
soundlng Its praises. From 1901 ti
1902, just one year, the sales grew fron
K,000,000 pounds to twice that*«quantlty
Major Henry A. Edmondson, who, a:
the senlor member of the firm of Ed
mondsoo, .Sons. &~Co,, is still an actlvi
tobacco buyer, and as part owner o:
thc. Edmondson Warehouse ls also ai

actlve seller of the weed, ^ the plonee
tobacconlst of South Boston. He bull
the flrst warehouse hore, establlshei
the flrst prizery, and at one time wa:
o.vtensively engaged in manufacturln/
thc wer/d Jnto plug.
Major Edmondson enjoys the confl

dence o? the people of Halifax count;
to a degree, and has frequently repre

sented them ln the Legislature. He
ls now a member of the Vlrginia Sen-
ale. and ls as well known about tlm
Capltol as any cltlzen of the Common¬
wealth.

Cotton and Shlrt Mnmifncturlng.
The cotton manufacturlng Interest

of South Boston cuts a conslderable
ngure.
The Stebbins, Lawson & Spraglnr*

Company, after thelr business was de¬
stroyed by flro on March 28th, 19.7,
dlscontinued the general dry goods
Jobbing business, confining themselv*?-*
to the converting of cotton goods of
whlch they make some apeclalltles sold
under thelr own copyrlghted tickets,
and the manufacture of negllgee shlrts.

In order to do thls business most ex-
pedltlously, they have erected a large
warehouse on Maln Street near the pas¬
senger statlon of the Southern Railway.
Thls building is of modern slow buru-
ing construction and Is equlpped wlth
electrlc elevators, steam heat, etc. In
their cotton goods department, whlch
for convenlence they operato under
the name of Century Manufacturlng
Company, they are demonstrating whnt
can be done ln flnishlng the flner
grades of cotton cloths manufactured
by Southern mllls.
This is a new branch ot business in

the South, of whlch they are the pio-
neers. One fabric on which they have
made a great success is linonette for
ladies' and chlldrens' wear, whlch thoy
get out ln whlte, plaln colors and flg¬
ures. It is extenslvely advertised and
has a large sale over the entlre coun¬
try. They make many other brands of
fancy cotton goods which are deser-
vedly popular and can be found on the
counters of the largest department and
retali dry goods stores.
They are also manufacturers of negll-
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MAJOR HE.VRV A. EDMOXDSOX,
South Boston's Ploneer Tohacconlst.

gee shlrts under the name of "The Bos¬
ton" shlrt, whlch retalls for 50 cents
and undoubtedly ls the best shlrt for
the money on the market. The mater¬
ial used Ls very superior, they are full
cut, and for style and workmanship
have no superior. The best haberdash-
ers handle them. ,

It is a good day for the South when
it turns its attentlon to varied manu¬
facturlng, thus giving employment to
all classes of labor and keeplng at
home money whlch has heretofore been
-sent elsewhere to bulld up and enrich
other sections of the .country.
Tho Century Cotton Mllls, establlsh¬

ed here about twelve years ago by
S. T. Wllson nnd C. A. Luklns, are
now leased for a term of years to the
Paramount Knlttlng Mills, of Chl¬
cago. Thls company runs a number of
ttrst-class knlttlng mllls in the West.
and they have leased the cotton mills
here in which to make kriitting yarns
for consumption In their own knlttlng
factories.

Great Bukr.v nn«J Wap-on Mukers.
The manufacturlng concern which

has brought a vast deal of outslde
money to the town and has probably
carrled the business reputatlon of tho
away from home than any other
ono establlshment Is the Barbour
Buggy Company. This company with
its wagon manufacturlng branch and
its Immense storage warehouse. mak¬
lng three large establlshments, and
Its acres of lumber yards, ls bue
of the largest concerns, lf not
rhe largest' of its kind, in the South.
'l'ho Barbour Buggy Company has been
manu^oturing buggles for many
years, and a few years ago absorbed
the Vlrginia Wagon Company, of this
place, wlilch conflnos its work to the
manufacture of farm wagons. Tho
combined establlshment, now known
by the one~ name ot the Barbour Bug¬
gy Company, has t'hree vejry large. es¬
tabllshments, whlch, wlth tho lumber
yards, drylng kflns and railway side
trackage, cover* elght -acres of land.
The Vlunt ts shpplled wilh the latest
machinery from cellar to garret, and
with 250 to 300 hands regularly em¬
ployed they can turn out 20,000 vehi¬
cles per year.
These buggles, surreys, wagons and

drays are sold throughout the South
Atlantic States ffom Vlrginia to Florl¬
da, and ""far to tha Southwest as
Alabaoia, Mlsslsslppl, Loutslana, Texas
and tn others, tcltogeth'er, fourteon
States.
The buggy-maklng department has

recently ndded a new llne to lts output.
It is now making sometlilng of'u sp'.-c-
inlty/of tho manufacture of aowing
niachlne wagons of n superior and
most tlurable quality, Thoy nre sell¬
lng these wagons ull the wny front N.-w
Bnglund to Florlda and Texas. und not-
wlthstandlng tho dull times they flnd
lt dlfflcult to keep up wlth orders. The
tiniber conBunied In these factories
comes from tlie forests of Vlrginia and
North Carolina.
The offlcers of the Barbour Buggy

Jompany are R. S. Barbour, presldent;
V. D. Barbour, vlce-presldent and man-
iger of sales; J. 0. Watklns, secretary
md treasurer. The Barbour Company
ias a reposltory and sales rooms In
llehmond at No, 1433 East Maln Streot.

Otlirr MiiniirncturltiK Plants.
The South Boston Lumber Company

ias one Of the best equipped plants of
ts klnd in tho State. The planlig
iiIIIm, sash, bllnd anrl door-mnkltig de-
lartment, dressed lumber departments,
nd ln fa*ot all the departments,
ire tip-to-dato, and tho prlprletors,
ilessra. Edmundson and Overby, aro
:ontractors on a very lnrge scale.
The South Boston Ice Company, whlch

lot only manufactures lcc, but conducts
n tho same connectlon bottllng works
ind a steam laundry, Is operating wlth
i capltal of $50,000.
Tho Boston Brick' Company and the

Insklns Brick Company are manufac-
urers of brick ancl granollthlc and con-
rreto blocks. In thls reb'ulldlrig tlmo
holr local business keeps them busy at
mme, but ln time they wlll be large
mlppcrs.
The South Boston Light and Power

Jdmpany supply the needed electrlo
lghts and power for the town and for
he people.

Hiifttllng Renl F.nlnto Men.
Probably no agencles hero have done

nore to advertlse the town and push lt
o greatness than the real estate es-
abllshments and newspapers. Edmunds
ind Easley, real estate and Insurance
lgents, handle town and country pro¬
perty, and many are the rlch Halifax
farms they have sold to new comeirs
'rom the West. Thls flrm has perhaps
.he largest llst of desirable farm lands
nf any agency ln Southslde Vlrglnla.
The upbulldlng of thelr town and sec¬
tlon seems to be more thelr object thnn
to make money, although they are do-
ng pretty well, I thank you.
XV. D. lllll & Co., who do an exclu-

dv.ely farm property business, have
irought many Westerners' and North-
jrners to Halifax county. and the rec-
ards show that of the 150 br more who
iiave como ln under their chaperon-
lge, not a single one has become dls-
?atlsfled, for all of them are doing
ivell.
South Boston has two weekly pa-

lers, the News and the Halifax Ga-
sette. Thev are regarded as among
:he best we"ekly journals ln the State.
south Boston would not lolerate any
ither klnd.

Competlng Itatcn Everywhere.
South Boston has two rallways, the

Southern »nd the Norfolk and Western,
ivlilch latter reaches here by Its Lynch¬
burg and Durham branch, and of course
Jie town enjoys the cornpetltlve frelght
:"ate. wnich enables mantifacturers and
lobbers to shlp products and goods to
ill polnts of the compass as cheap as

other towns of greater size. The buggy
and wagon factories and othej" manu¬
facturing concerns, a_.well as the blg
ivholesale houses are shlpplng goods
to Texas at the same rate the same

?oods are shlpped from New York, and
they go to Now York. too, for shlp¬
ment by the Mallory Steamship Llne,
as far us Galveston and Houston.
These unsurpassed rallway facllitles

have enabled- South Boston to make. a
wonderful success for a small town ln
the wholesaling line. Several whole¬
sale grocers, two wholesale hardware
concerns and the Keystone Drug Com¬
pany, wholesale and manufacturing
druggists, have been an eontlnue to
be very successful.

It goes wlthout saylng after what has
been recorded above that South Bos¬
ton does an enefmous retall business,
and It may be adced that the flfty or
more retall stores here are strictly up-
t/j-datc and I doubt if there Is a town
of Its size ln the country that has as
good and as attractlve dry goods and
department stores.. that of Samfiel F.
Gllliland belng one that would do
credit to a clty of 50.000 Inhabltants.

It would be needless to add that the
prosperous people live In good private
resldences lf the fact were not especial¬
ly notlceable that the town has an un¬
usually large number of unusuallj
cqstly and handsome private homes.

T overheard four commerclal tourlsts
talklng at the Hotel Garland last nlght
and the question was asked, "What ls
the best all round business town undor
20,000 Inhabltants in Virginia?" Three
of the trade evangellsts named South
Boston and the fourth was non-com-
mlttal. I should not wonder lf the
three were very nearly rlght. Llkely
enough, they were altogether correct.
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do a general mercantlle business,
handllng everythlng that the average
Lunenburger can possibly call for.
everythlng from a wheat thresher down
to llver pills and other patent medi-
cines. There ls no drug store ai
Lunenburg Courthouse. and lf one may
be allowed to judgo from -the health-
ful glow on the cheeks of the 150 peo¬
ple reslding there. a druggist ls no
needed.

Finest Brick on Earth.
The vlllage stands upon a'high hlll

whlch Is composed of the reddest mud
and the most of lt, to be fouifd wltHli
the same compass anywhere on tlu
earth, I do believe. And it fs a muc
that sticketh closer than a brother.
brought some of It away wlth me, an*
a bootblack. charged me double prlci
to work on my shoes. 1 wlll owr
Lunenburg reaU estate on the skirt c:
my overcoat as long as that garmen
remalns in exls'tence. If the new Vir¬
ginian Rallway had run by the court
liouse, Instead of four mlies away, anc
thus afforded thls hlll qtilfck transpor
tation facllitles to the citles of Vlr
Elnla'. there would have been million!
in the brick-inaklng business there
This Is no joke, and the court-housi
buildlng, now' eighty-one years old
Stands as evidence of the iact that tln
clay from the hlll makes the prettles
and the most endurable red brick t(
be found. Those ln the court-housi
buildlng look as fresh and as red to
ctay as they dld tha day the builder:
placed them ln the grand old pile.

Old-TInic Mnsoury.
The court-house was erected ln 1S26

and but one sllght change has beei
made ln lt slnce It was cofhpleted. Tln
stalrway to the .uppor rooms was origl
nally on the inside of the Dulldlng. Ii
order to enlarge the cotfrt-fo'om th'
stalrway was a few years ago placei
on the outer siUe wlthlu the broai
rront porch.
The brick walls, twice as thlck a

brick walls are niade in theso days
glve the entlre bulUUng aq alr of soll
dlty and defy tho rays of the summer"
sun, On the hottest day Ui Augus
the upper and lower rooms of thls oh
buildlng aro as cool as one coulu wlsli
There aro only threo rdoms on th

LONG DISTANCE PHONE 48X

R.L. Barnes Safe & Lock Co.
Mauufacturers of l(l.h.Grade Standard

Safe* aud Vaulta,
Factories Xos. I und 2 Tri-R Shlp Yards.

ortlces nntl Show Rooms,
11-13-15 North Fourtaenth Street,

itlchmond, Va.

LUMBER
uilndK, Ooora, Moult

irge Stock, Low t'rlci
WOODWARD * SON. Hlchniond, Vm.

Sash, Ulluds, Doors, Mouldlng*.
Large Stock, Low I'rlces.

STOCK AND GRASS FARM NEAR KEXBR.IDGE.

-..AR..1 A.VU HOME OF CAPTAIN WII.I.IAM HKATHOHNE, IX L.UAEXBURG COUNTV.

upper floor.the court-room and two

Jury-rooms. On the lower floor are
the offlces of the clerk ttwo rooms).
the sheriff and the county treasurer.
Out ln the large and beautlfully
shaded yard are four little one-room
offlces that wfere bullt for lawyers. In
the olden tlme lt was the custom to
bulld small offices for resldent lawyers
on the court-green ln every county ln
the State*

I doubt lf there is another county
ln the State whlch stlll cllngs to this
anclent custom. One of these little
offlces has a slgn over the door whlch
lmparts the Informatlon that lt was

bullt ln 1812. It looks as lf it might
have been erected even earller than
that.

John Rnndolph'a Hendqunrters.
When this little offlce was young it

was occupied by a friend of John Ran-
dolph of Roanoke, and whenever that
eccentrlc statesman vlslted Lunenburg,
whlch was very often, thls offlce was

his headquarters. About its door he
held many Informal receptlons and
greeted hls admirlng constltuents. and
wlthln lts narrow walls he mlxed many
a mlnt Julep. The aged offlce ls now

occupied by Messrs. Nelson & Churm-
slde. two young and brilliant members
of the bar. They say lt has a leaky
roof, but otherwlse it is a good offlce
yet.
The splendid red brlck court-house

was erected In the year 1S26, taklng
the place of a wooden buildlng not
half the sUe of lts successor. Tho
records show tliat lts total cost was

$6,000. As before Intlmated, they do
not bulld court-houses so substantlally
in thls day and time, but if this one

should in any way be destroyed. tho
people of Lunenburg could not hnve lt
replaced as it is for less than $15,000.
More than likely lt would cost as much
as-$20,000.

Anclent Records Lylng Around. /

Mr. John L. Yates, the Clrcult Court
clerk, has charge of the old buildlng,
and keeps it as neat as a pln. As
clerk, an offlce he hns held now for
twenty-threo years, and'wlll continue
to hold untll he dles. ho has charge
of some of the oldest records to be
found in the Commonwealth outslde
of the State Llbrary. The first records
made of tlie county, and, in fact, all
the records that ever have been made,
are stored in the buildlng in Mr.
Yntes's care. The county of Lunen¬
burg was created ln 1746, belng cut off
from the then enormous terrltory
known as Brunswick county. The
rocord of the first court ever held ln
the county, and the record of the first
deed over passed between land dealers.
are in tho clerk's offlce, as are all thu
records amd all the deeds made from
that day to this.

Wrltliig that UefoB***
These old documents are Just as

legible and readable to-day us they
were when tho fine old English pen-
men placed them upon the books with
the old-time qulll pen. Well, yes; they
are Just as plaln and as clear as when
flrst written, but hardly as readable
to the present goneratlon. The hand-
wrltlng is bold and plain enough, but
the language Is a littlo befogging, and
many of tlie letters are as different
from the present way of formlng them
as the old goose qulll pen whlch mado
them ls different from the typewrlter.
Tho s ln every lnstance would be
called f lf read' by a schoolboy of
to-dny. Tho u is entirely missing,
a v belng used whom the u should
bo, and for n v a curlous littlo char¬
acter ls mado wlilch looks llke noth¬
ing lhat has appeared for the lnst
hundred years ln nny of the books
that woro prlnted. Of course thero
are no dollar mnrks nnd no remoto al-
lushms to dollars and cents.

It was nll pounds, shllllngs and
pence. These old records also show
that a good deal of land waa sold to
bo pald* for Iu tobacco. Tho court
records, too, show that flnea imposed
by the Judges and mc«'lst.ratos' were

often mado piiynble ln the seductlve
weed.

t'ooil l.iick und CarelvNsncHN.
That these old records aro stlll In

exlstenco Is due to good luck, and nnt
to the, foreslght or cnrefuliiess of tho
people' of Luii.nluig county. They are
on hand slmply because the county
has never had n flro or a tornado to
destroy Its court-houso, and hns al¬
ways had honest oftl.lnls. The books
eontalnlng thls anclent 'Informatlon

lare kept on ordlnary aholves. ln the

LUNENBURG'S FINE OLD COURTHOUSE.

clerk's offlce, with no protection what¬
ever from flre or thleves, who mlght
get good money for them; or from
rats and moths, or from dust and
weather condltlons. The Board of Su¬
pervisors of the county owe lt to
the Stato, and to the country and to
comlng' generatldns, to provlde a flre
and burglar-proof vault for the pres-
ervatlon of these anclent and valuable
documents.

If they are too stlngy,. the county
is. not too poor. to do that, then the
old books and records ought to be sent
to Richmond or somewhere else where
they may flnd safety in a vault.

Where Randolph Lnst Spoke.
Some of the ablest of the old-time

statesrnen of Virginia have addressed
the soverelgns from the steps of the
o\d court-house and wlthln its walls.
John Randolph often spoke there, and
one among the last speeches he made
on' the hustings was ln thls court¬
house, and that was when lt was a
brand-new house, and was an un¬

usually magnificent place from whlch
to address the soverelgns. There were
but fow If any court-house bulldlngs
ln the State. in 1830 say, that equaled
in splendor and magnlflcence tho new

Lunenburg court-house. There are a

good many now that surpass lt in
size and beauty of architecture, but
there is not ono in thls State or any
other Stato that is more substantially
built or better sulted for Its purpose.
.It needs ,a flreproof vault, however,
and rt littlo more up-to-dateness gen-

orally in the arrangement of its
offlces.

I am told that some hypercrltics In
the reglons 'round about have ques-
tloned the statement in my last com¬
municatlon from here to the effect. that
there are outcropplngs of coal in the
county and evldencos of gold in some
of tho hllls. I dld not pxetend to mako
these statements as of my own knowl¬
edge, but simply gave the opinlon ex¬

pressed to me by citizens of the county,
gave my authority. and merely sald
that these peoplo believe both coal and
gold may be found. The truth is, the
doubting Thomases and hypercrittcs to
the coutrary notwlthstandlng, that both
have been found ln the hllls of Lunen¬
burg county, and the common sense
conclusion is that they may be found
again. Can they be mined in paying
quantitles? Well, that ls "a gray
horse of another color." Certain it is
thnt thero are men in tho county who
thlnk they can be, and It ls also quit-n
certain that nobody wlll ever know
what can be found untll somebodir
makes the search.

The Confederate Museum
TWELFTH AND CLAY STREETS.

OPEN 9 A. M. TO 5 P. -I.
ADMISSION, 25c.
SATURDAY FREE._¦

TheValentine Museum
ELEVENTH AND CLAY STREETS."

Open daily from 10 A. M. to 5 P, -it.
Admlssion. 25 cents. Freo on Saturday,

EMPORIA, - VIRGINIA
Population, 3,500.

Three Banks, Two Cotton Mills, Flve Wood-Working Plants, One
Iron-Working Establlshment, and other lndustrles, employlng 1,000
wage-workers. Weekly pay-rolls, $7,000. Surroundlng country rlch ln
raw materlals. such as Tlmber. Cotton, Peanuts, Vegetables, Grasses
and Frults. UNDEVELOPED WATER POWER.

Two railway lines compotlng for frelght. Splendld opportunitles
here for cotton mllls, cotton-seed oil mllls, peanut factories, furniture
factorlea, wagon, carriago and buggy factories, barrel and box factories.
and aU manner of wood-worklng establlshments. Complete syatem ot
water works, wlth amplo protection againat flre. For information,
address THE EMPORIA BOARD OF TRADE, Emporia, Va.

J. L. VINCENT, Pres. XV, R. CATO, H. W. HALL, Vice-Presldents.
B. D. WF.TSHIRE, Treasurer. W. T. HARDING. Secfy.

rrankhn, - Virginia
RAILWAY AND STEAMBOAT TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES,

WATER AND ISLEOTRIO POWER,
AMPLE MANKIXG FACILITIES,

OOMPETING _.R__.G__T RATES TO ALL ..OINTS,
RAW MATERIAL IN THE WAY OF
COTTON, WOOD A.M) GHAIN In Abimdaiuc

OHBAP -SITES. GOOD SCHOOLS,
Thoso nre some of the advantages Franklln offers,to capital and

energv thnt wnnt to inhiirk ln miuiiifacturliig where manufacturlng
Wlll'PAY. For goneral und speclflc Informatlon. address

HUSIXl'SS MEN'S ASSOCIATION,
Franklln, Vlrglnln.

I. E. HOWELL. Presldent. R. H* COBB, Vlce-Presldent.
L. 1,. HATFIELD, Treasurer. L. B. HENRY, Secretary,


